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Blair House, Building #18 at the Kentville Research Station, was constructed in 1912. It 
was designed by the Department of Agriculture and Immigration and is currently used 
as a museum. The designer is unknown. Agriculture Canada is the custodial 
department. See FHBRO Building Report 93-76. 

Reasons for Designation  

Blair House was designated Recognized for its unique environmental qualities, its 
important historical associations and its architectural design. 

Blair House is a familiar and prominent landmark in King’s County and is sited on a 
hilltop overlooking Highway No. 1. The farm-like character of the site has been 
retained, including the many native and exotic trees planted in the early years. The 
setting is associated with the period during which the station was established, providing 
a context to past research activities. 

Constructed as a residence for the research station’s superintendent, the house is 
closely identified with its first occupant, Dr. W. Saxby Blair, an outstanding 
horticulturalist and director of the station from 1912 until 1938. Blair landscaped the 
front of the station and encouraged the development of its park-like character. 

Canada's Experimental Farm system was begun in 1886 as a response to the country's 
expanding agricultural needs. The construction of Blair House as a superintendent’s 
residence is related to the importance of the Experimental Farm system and of early 
scientific efforts by the federal government to promote agriculture in Canada. The 
Kentville Research Station is directly linked to the economic heart of the Annapolis 
Valley and has had a positive impact on the apple growing industry. 

Superintendents’ residences at experimental stations varied in style but were 
characteristically substantial and well built. Blair House is a good intact example of a 
typical early 20th century foursquare house. It functioned well as a residence and has 
been successfully adapted to a museum function without major modifications. The 
house has attractive and well executed exterior and interior wood work. 

Character Defining Elements  

The heritage value of Blair House resides in its form and massing, in its materials of 
construction and in its landmark farm setting. 

Blair House is an early 20th century foursquare house characterized by the cubic form 
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of the main block, the symmetrical main facade with its central entrance, the hipped 
roof with large dormers, exposed rafter ends and verandah. The form and massing are 
characteristic of the style and should be respected. 

The house is well constructed and in good repair. Lumber milled on the site was used 
for construction and for the wood shingle cladding, common in the Atlantic provinces. 
The replacement of the shingle cladding with horizontal siding has had an impact on the 
overall appearance of the house, however the lines and the massing have been 
retained. A return to shingle cladding should be considered if replacement of the 
existing siding is required in future. 

Certain interior features are very fine, including the staircase and other wood work trim 
and panelling on the main floor, which retains its natural blonde oak finish. The 
woodwork and the built-in glazed cupboards are representative of early 19th century 
construction methods and materials and merit conservation. The interior of the house 
should continue to be maintained with good conservation maintenance practices. Any 
future intervention which would modify finishes, partitions, patterns of access or 
circulation should be avoided in recognition of the intact condition of the house. 

The grounds of Blair House were originally characterized by perennial beds, ornamental 
hedges and native and exotic tree plantings which also served the role of separating the 
residential sector from the working farm. Although many of the original perennial beds 
are gone, the approach to the house is lined with the original maple trees planted by 
Blair. Display gardens elsewhere now highlight the station’s recent horticultural 
achievements. Consideration should be given to re-instating the original beds using 
historic photos and documentation. A succession plan should be developed which 
addresses the hedges and trees. Any further modifications to Blair House should 
respect the site’s landmark character. 
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For further guidance, please refer to the FHBRO Code of Practice. 


