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Scott Experimental Farm 
Elevator Cleaning Plant (Building No. 22) 
Scott, Saskatchewan 

HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 

The Elevator Cleaning Plant on the Scott Experimental Farm was likely designed by 
staff from the Central Experimental Farm in 1931. The building has not been used 
since 1978. Agriculture Canada is the custodian. See FHBRO Report 93-12. 

Reasons for Designation  

The Elevator Cleaning Plant on the Scott Experimental Farm was designated 
Recognized for its architectural design, its environmental significance and its historical 
associations. 

The building is an interesting example of an early wood-framed primary elevator that 
was adapted for experimental farm programmes. The simple form of the 2 1/2 storey 
structure is similar to the commercial elevators found across the Prairies, which though 
utilitarian, hold a widely recognized aesthetic appeal. The structure is distinguished as 
an experimental farm elevator by its reduced height and the greater number of 
windows. 

The Elevator was built using the wood-crib construction which provided the necessary 
strength to withstand the strong lateral forces to which the early wooden elevators were 
subjected. The use of wooden clapboard siding and cedar shingle roofing are also 
typical of earlier elevators. The building remains in good condition despite a lapse in 
maintenance since the building was abandoned. 

The Elevator is slightly withdrawn from the other buildings on the farm and as the tallest 
and most distinctive shaped structure, it retains a certain prominence. This is one of 
only a few pre-1950's buildings that survive on the farm and as such, is an expression 
of the evolution of the farm's buildings. 

The Elevator Cleaning Plant is directly associated with the dryland cereal farming 
programs conducted by the Dominion Experimental Farm system. As a part of the 
Scott Experimental Farm's research on cereal production in cold, dry climates, the 
Elevator Cleaning Plant served to study grain cleaning and separation techniques in 
order to lower production costs. 
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Scott Experimental Farm 
Elevator Cleaning Plant (Building No. 22) 

Character Defining Elements 

The heritage character of the Elevator Cleaning Plant resides in its architectural value 
as a rare surviving example of an early experimental farm research elevator. 

Though diminutive in size compared to commercial elevators, the sloped-shoulder 
building displays the characteristic vertical emphasis of this building type. This 
emphasis is accentuated by the projecting cupola or wheel-house and the diamond 
shaped windows on its gable ends. The introduction of several windows to facilitate 
research within the structure is characteristic of early experimental farm research 
elevators. These windows are symmetrically ordered, though certain irregularly placed 
elements, such as the loading doors and a utility cabinet, testify to the building's 
utilitarian nature. The use of clapboard siding and cedar shingle roofing is typical of 
early wooden elevators and also contributes to the distinct form and surface texture of 
the Elevator. The retention and on-going maintenance of these defining elements 
should be ensured. 

The building's wood-crib construction is typical of early grain elevators, and remains in 
good condition despite a slight shift in the structure's foundation. The building's 
structural soundness should be monitored, and preventive measures taken to avoid any 
further damage. 

Due to its unique form and material the Elevator retains its prominence amid the more 
modern metal clad structures of the farm campus. Because there has been no new 
construction in the building's immediate surroundings, the rural character of the 
Elevator's setting has not been compromised. Any changes to the building or 
landscaping that compromise its simple design or prominence on the site should be 
avoided. 
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