
FHBRO HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 
CEREAL AND FORAGE BUILDING, NAPPAN EXPERIMENTAL FARM, N.S. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 1 / 2 

 
FHBRO number: 01-086        
DFRP number:  03185 
Resource name: Cereal and Forage Building (Building 29) 
Address:  Nappan Experimental Farm, Nappan, Nova Scotia 
FHBRO status:  “Recognized” Federal Heritage Building   
Construction:  c.1935 
Designer:  None identified 
Original function: Offices and laboratories for cereal research 
Current function: Offices for staff of the Experimental Farm  
Modifications:  Unknown 
Custodian:  Agriculture and Agri-food Canada  
 
 
Reasons for Designation 
 
The Cereal and Forage Building is a “Recognized” Federal Heritage Building because of its historical 
associations, and its architectural and environmental values. 
 

The Cereal and Forage Building is associated with federal involvement in agricultural research and support to 
the agricultural sector through the establishment of a system of experimental farms.  As the only building 
constructed on the Nappan Experimental Farm between the late 1920s and late 1940s, the building reflects 
the continued importance of agriculture to the local economy, and the continued federal support for agricultural 
research. 

Historical value: 

 

The Cereal and Forage Building is a good example of the model farm buildings promoted by the federal 
government in the experimental farm system.  The building’s compact two-storey volume is capped with a 
gambrel roof and abutted by a low one-storey wing to the south.  As an adaptation of the barn form to meet the 
functional requirements of an office/research facility, the building displays a more residential scale and larger 
sized windows than would normally be found on this type of farm building.  As a model farm building, it 
displays a very good level of craftsmanship in the handling of the exterior ornamental elements.  

Architectural value: 

 

The Cereal and Forage Building reinforces the agricultural character of the Nappan Experimental Farm by 
virtue of its distinctive form, materials and its general style which it shares with the remaining group of adjacent 
buildings.  

Environmental value: 
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Character-Defining Elements 
 
The following character-defining elements of the Cereal and Forage Building should be respected. 
 
The building’s role as an illustration of the federal involvement in agricultural research, as reflected in: 
 
· its location, as part of the campus of buildings, on the Nappan Experimental Farm. 
 
The building’s model farm building design, successful functional plan, and high quality craftsmanship and 
materials, as manifested in: 
 
· the residential scale and proportions of the building’s gambrel roofed volume;  
· the adaptation of this building type to an office / laboratory use, as evidenced by the evenly-spaced, 

large, multi-paned windows and dormers; and, 
· the application of the ornamental detailing, such as the window and door trim, corner boards, roof 

returns, roof-top ventilator hood. 
 
The manner in which the building reinforces the agricultural character of the setting as evidenced in: 
 
· the compatible scale, materials and style vis-a-vis the remaining adjacent buildings on the farm. 
 
 
 
For guidance on interventions, please refer to the FHBRO Code of Practice.  For further information contact 
FHBRO. 
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