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Esquimalt, Dockyard 
D-101 Admiral's Residence (former Naval Storekeeper's House) 
Esquimalt, British Columbia 

The Admiral's Residence was constructed in 1885 as the Naval Storekeeper's House, 
to designs by John Teague. It later served for a brief period as the sick-bay for the 
Royal Naval College of Canada, then occasionally for furniture storage. After 1936 it 
was used for accommodation of senior naval officers. The building has served as the 
principal dockyard residence for most of its existence. It is now the official residence of 
the Rear-Admiral, Maritime Command Pacific. The Department of National Defence is 
the custodial department. See FHBRO Building Report 89-202. 

Reasons for Designation  

The Admiral's Residence was designated Classified because of its important historical 
associations, significant place in the development of the Dockyard, and its architectural 
and environmental qualities. 

The residence is associated with the commitment by the Royal Navy to retain the 
dockyard at Esquimalt as the permanent headquarters of the Pacific station, and with 
the stature of Esquimalt in the Royal Navy Imperial dockyard system. It also marks the 
beginning of the large scale rebuilding program of 1885 to 1904 which followed that 
commitment. The renovations of 1936 are associated with the beginning of its role as 
accommodation for senior naval officers. 

The Admiral's Residence is an attractive formal design which exhibits aspects of British 
classicism and of the Italianate style. The interior and exterior of the building are 
relatively unaltered in design, plan, detailing and fabric. Superior craftsmanship is 
evident on the building, particularly the interior finishing and plasterwork. The residence 
is one of the best examples of the residential work of John Teague, an important 
Victorian designer. 

Somewhat isolated on its large and well defined site from the industrial and 
administrative buildings of the dockyard, the residence is a well-known landmark in the 
dockyard and in the greater Victoria-Esquimalt community. 

Character Defining Elements 

The heritage value of the Admiral's Residence resides in the quality of its original 
design and construction, and subsequent alterations made when it became a residence 
for senior Canadian officers; its high level of historical integrity; and the quality and 
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characteristics of its landscaped site. It has value as an example of the work of John 
Teague. 

The house consists of a two-story, hip-roofed main structure and a one and one-half 
storey gable roofed service wing to the east. It is an attractive and imposing design 
executed in brick and stone which reflects the eclectic tendencies of late nineteenth 
century design. 

The characteristics of traditional British Classicism are evident in the general massing 
of the building and its formal character and the Italianate in the segmentally arched 
windows, the details of the columned entrance portico, and the prominent eave 
brackets paired over second floor windows. The irregular placement of the rear 
elevation bay-windows, the off-centre main entrance, and the unusual design of the 
staircase light further reflect late-nineteenth century design in that window and door 
location are determined by the requirements of interior plan rather than those of the 
rigid formality of classical exterior composition. These characteristics of the building 
should be preserved. 

Although the building has a high level of historic integrity, removal, of the roof-top 
"widow's walk" and the east wing verandah have altered the character of the exterior. If 
these changes do not relate to the renovations of 1936, their re-instatement should be 
considered. Other minor changes include installation of aluminum windows and 
replacement of the original wood-shingle roof finish with asphalt shingles. When major 
window work and re-roofing become necessary, the use of traditional designs and 
materials should be considered. 

The existing brick and stone exterior has received numerous coats of paint and appears 
to have been partially rendered or improperly repointed at some point in its history. 
Prior to removal of existing finishes or application of further finishes, historic and 
existing finishes should be investigated and reconsidered and an approach developed 
that is suitable for the long term conservation of the brick and stone. Specialists with 
expertise in the masonry conservation field should be retained for this work. 

The interior of the main body of the building is virtually unchanged in plan and details. 
Elements of particular interest include the paneled elliptical archways, the bay windows 
of the drawing and dining rooms, most fireplaces and door surrounds and the plaster 
friezes and rosettes. The staircase, newel post and associated paneling are also 
original. High standards of craftsmanship are evident in the building's carpentry and 
plasterwork. Consultants with the appropriate specialized skills should be involved in 
their care. 

The original opening between the entrance and stair was enlarged in the 1936 

renovations and an arch, characteristic of the period, was installed. These renovations 
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also included changes to the service wing and second floor. The renovations of this 
period form part of the heritage value of the residence, and where carried out with 
sensitivity should be maintained. These including new doors and moldings in these 
areas. Original fireplaces remain at the second floor. These should be preserved. 

Once an exterior ordnance yard, the large, formal, carefully landscaped site is now 
more in character with the house of the 1930s. Visual relationships with the principal 
features of this period, lawns, pathways, and the greenhouse should be retained. The 
separation from the more functional activities of the Dockyard should also be continued. 
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For further guidance, please refer to the FHBRO Code of Practice. 


