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FHBRO number: 89-202        
DFRP number:  17403 
Resource name: Building D214 (Dockyard Guardhouse) 
Address:  Dockyard, CFB Esquimalt, Esquimalt, BC 
FHBRO status:  “Recognized” Federal Heritage Building 
Construction:  1943 
Designer:  Directorate of Works and Building, Royal Canadian Navy 
Original function: Dockyard guardhouse 
Current function: Unchanged 
Modifications: Replacement of windows on curved face leading to doors 
Custodian:  Department of National Defence 
 
 
Reasons for Designation 
 
Building D214 is a “Recognized” Federal Heritage Building because of its historical associations, 
and its architectural and environmental values. 
 
Historical value: 
Building D214 is associated with Canadian west-coast naval defence and the build-up of 
Canadian naval facilities in the years immediately prior to and during World War II, in an era of 
exclusive Canadian control of the Esquimalt Dockyard.  Building D214 was designed to serve as 
the principal gateway to the fully expanded Dockyard and the checkpoint and clearance station 
for visitors and staff entering the site.  Building D214 was the third purpose-built guardhouse to 
fulfill this essential role, and was built during the secondary wartime expansion phase of the 
Dockyard facilities following the expropriation of Esquimalt Village in 1941. 
 
Architectural value: 
Influenced by a modern aesthetic and constructed of good quality materials and craftsmanship, 
Building D214 is characterized by a strong horizontality, clean lines, smooth rounded streamlined 
exterior surfaces, and a cool colour scheme.  Building D214 is a flat roofed reinforced concrete 
building with asymmetrical massing that consists of two blocks consisting of a rectilinear box-like 
form with a shallow projecting bay, and a second slightly narrower block with a rounded, one-
storey prow-like projection that responds to the site’s triangular configuration. 
   
Environmental value: 
Building D214 occupies the southeast corner of a flat, triangular-shaped site on Hospital Road 
and along with Building D211, frames the entrance to the Dockyard.  Compatible with the 
proportions, design, materials, and colours of the other WWII era buildings on Hospital Road such 
as D211, D49, D50, D29, D11A, and D11B, Building D214 has a high public profile as the 
checkpoint and clearance station through which all visitors and personnel must pass to enter the 
Dockyard. 
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Character-Defining Elements 
 
The following character-defining elements of Building D214 should be respected: 
 
Its role as an illustration of Canadian west-coast naval defence and the build-up of Canadian 
naval facilities in the years immediately prior to and during World War II is reflected in: 
 

 the building’s design and massing, as well as its prominent location at the gateway to the 
Esquimalt Dockyard.   

 
Its modern aesthetic, and quality materials and craftsmanship as manifested in: 
 

 the compact and asymmetrical massing of the building that features a rounded, one-
storey prow-like projection on the eastern;   

 the strong horizontality of the flat roof, ribbon-like window treatment, shallow concrete 
coursing, and projecting bands or strips around the building; and, 

 smooth exterior concrete surfaces and cool colour scheme. 
 
The building’s compatibility with the military character of the setting and its visual landmark value 
as evidenced in: 
 

 its proportions, design, materials and colours which are in keeping with the other WWII 
era buildings on Hospital Road; 

 its location at the gateway to the Dockyard and its function as the only checkpoint and 
clearance station for all visitors and personnel entering the site. 

 
For guidance on interventions, please refer to the FHBRO Code of Practice.  For further 
information contact FHBRO. 
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