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HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 
 
The Guardhouse, Royal Military College, Kingston, Ontario, was built between 1816 and 
1819.  The original design and designer, although unknown, may be attributable to the 
Royal Engineers.  It is the property of the Department of National Defence.  See  
FHBRO Building Report  89-137. 
 
 
Reasons for Designation 
 
The Guardhouse was designated a Recognized heritage building.  It was designated 
because it is one of a select group of structures dating from the years immediately after 
the War of 1812 still located on Point Frederick, the former site of one of Britain's largest 
naval bases.  It is also a good example of a standard military design type for sentry 
buildings. 
 
Commemorated in 1973 as a National Historic Site, the Guardhouse with its one-storey 
hip roof form, front portico and classically inspired scale and proportion is a highly 
definable military type used from the mid-18th to the late-19th century by both the 
French and British to house and shelter men on sentry duty.  It dates from the first 
permanent development of the Point  Frederick dockyards and reflects Kingston's 
important military role in Britain's defence against the United States after the War of 
1812. 
 
 
Character Defining Elements 
 
The heritage character of the Guardhouse is defined by the visible exterior elevations of 
the original building and its site and setting which, together with the neighboring 
gatehouse and stone wall, form a cohesive visual unit which is unchanged since 1820.  
The exterior is defined by the good masonry craftsmanship and the mixture of solid 
random-rubble stonework on the side elevations and the coursed rubble on the main 
façade, its attractive open front portico and its simple cottage-like proportions. 
 
The exterior elevations of the Guardhouse should be carefully maintained and any 
repair or restoration work that is required should be carried out with attention to the 
quality and character of the original masonry work, the detailing of the front portico and 
the one-storey, hipped roof cottage-like proportions of the structure.  Any exterior or 
interior features relating to the original standard plan for sentry buildings should be 
retained. 
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The site orientation and setting of the Guardhouse in relation to the adjacent gatehouse 
and stone wall should be preserved for historical continuity and the open space around 
the structure should be respected in order to preserve the scale of the building. 
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