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Peterborough, Ontario 
Armoury 
220 Murray Street 

HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 

The Armoury at Peterborough, Ontario, was designed and buitl in 1907-09 by the 
Department of Public Works under Chief Architect T.W. Fuller. The building is the 
property of the Department of National Defence. See FHBRO Building Report 89-76. 

Reasons for Designation  

The Armoury, which is a National Historic Site, was designated Classified. It was 
designated because it is a good example of a typical drill hall dating from Canada's third 
phase of drill hall construction (1896-1918) and it exhibits particularly good architectural 
design, detailing and craftsmanship. 

Built in the Romanesque Revival style during a period of great prosperity for 
Peterborough, it is one of the larger drill halls in Canada and one of 17 remaining drill 
halls out of 34 comparable-sized ones. Its setting reinforces the military character of its 
immediate surroundings. The building is a well- 
known and conspicuous landmark within Peterborough and the home of the Hastings 
and Prince Edward County Regiment. 

Character Defining Elements 

The heritage character of the Armoury is defined by its basic orientation toward the 
park, the visible exterior elevations of the original building with its excellent composition, 
good craftsmanship and detailing and by the interior layout and open drill space. 

The building form consists of rectangular blocks attached to a wide main hall with an 
exterior gable roof. 

The exterior elevations are defined by the lively play between its horizontal lines and 
polychromatic and textural contrasts while maintaining a balanced and controlled 
composition. Romanesque Revival details include prominent round- 
headed troop doors, towers, turrets and a crenellated roof line. The surround of the 
wide main troop door is distinguished by its unique cannonball ornamentation. The first 
floor windows have bars which reinforce the military character. 

The interior drill space, one of the larger ones in Canada, is typical of its time, the broad 
span made possible through the use of iron Fink trusses. These trusses support a 
gable roof on wooden purlins which are in turn strengthened by herring-bone struts. 
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Peterborough, Ontario 
Armoury (Continued) 

The character of the exterior elevations should be carefully maintained and any work 
that is required should be carried out with attention to the quality of the craftsmanship, 
materials and detailing. The interior layout and its well-crafted features such as 
stairways with handsome paneled doors, newel posts and balustrades should be 
retained. The building's orientation to the park and surrounding open space should not 
be compromised. 
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