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HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 

The Armoury in Amherst, Nova Scotia was built in 1915 by the Engineer Services Branch of the Department of 
Militia and Defence, while Sir Sam Hughes was the Minister. The Department of National Defence is the custodian 
of the building. See FHBRO Building Report 89-65. 

Reason For Designation 

The Amherst Armoury was designated Recognized mostly because of its historical association with the 85th Canadian 
Infantry Battalion, and also for its environment and architecture. 

The Amherst Armoury was built to house the 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion, a renowned Nova Scotia battalion 
famous for its crucial role in the battle and victory at Vimy Ridge during the First World War. The Armoury and the 
success of its battalion was a direct result of the militia reformation implemented by Frederick Borden during his 
tenure as the Minister of Militia and Defence. Included in these reforms was the construction of new armouries across 
the country, as well as improved military training, re-organization of the fighting units into battalions, and the 
provision of up-to-date munitions. 

Functional architectural qualities, as expressed in the design and planning, are of significance. The Amherst Armoury 
is a good, although typical, example of the second of two groups of battalion drill halls built between 1896 and 1919. 
More generally, the towers and medieval detailing have become representative of Canadian drill halls. 

This designation applies to the building's exterior elevations and to the interior spaces characteristic of the armoury 
as a building type, especially the open span of the drill hall, and its overlooking galleries. 

Character Defining Elements  

The heritage character of the Armoury resides in its functional design, use of materials and craftsmanship, and its 
relatively unchanged context within the neighbourhood. 

The Amherst Armoury is a standard armoury plan, modified to include the towers and a variation in elevational 
detailing. It is composed of two distinct elements: the functional gambrel roofed, brick drill hall to the rear and the 
two-towered, stone entry block to the front. Design features include the axial symmetry of the composition; the 
recessed, entrance arcade of three stone arches; the balcony which is above the arcade and between the towers; and the 
masonry pilasters articulated as medieval buttresses at the exterior of all elevations. 
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The towered front block facing Acadia Street is primarily of symbolic and ceremonial significance, providing a 
formalized entry and a visually prominent silhouette within the neighbourhood. The use of well crafted limestone 
masonry is of significance since it distinguishes the Amherst Armoury from other drill halls of the same era. 
Architectural consultants with the appropriate skills in the conservation of (historic) buildings are recommended for 
construction work beyond ongoing, routine maintenance. 

Large areas of the brick masonry is badly spalling and some improper repointing has been done. The masonry (brick 
and stone) will require some repairs, and possibly cleaning. Corrective measures should be addressed by a consultant 
with the appropriate skills in (historic) masonry conservation. 

Generally, window and door openings are centred on bays defined by the exterior pilasters. Brick masonry openings 
at the sides and rear elevations occupy more of each bay and express the frame structure behind. Window openings at 
the front entry block are smaller, expressing the massive, load-bearing appearance of the stone. The regular and 
symmetrical arrangement of the doors and windows are important to the composition of the elevations. The 
multi-pane window units, and wood doors, are original, and mostly intact. These should be maintained, repaired or 
replicated to match if necessary. 

Most of the functional space is contained within the brick gambrel roofed structure to the rear. The plan, largely 
intact, reflects the innovations brought about by the militia reforms at the turn of the century. Two levels of 
classrooms, offices, a lounge and storage rooms flank the large, central, two-storey drill hall. Galleries overlooking 
the drill hall provide access to the second level rooms. The spatial arrangement and scale of the armoury's principal 
rooms should be maintained, especially the openness of the drill hall, the iron trusswork, and the two overlooking 
galleries. 

Original interior finishes such as window/door millwork, baseboards, flooring, and wood panelling such as at the 
second level galleries, should be left intact, and repaired to match if necessary. 
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