
 -2-

89-36 

Prince Albert, Saskatchewan 
North Field Tower 
Penitentiary Building 

HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 

The North Field Tower was constructed for the Saskatchewan Penitentiary in 1926-27. 
The Architectural Branch of the Penitentiaries Branch of the Department of Justice, 
under Chief Engineer W.S. Lawson, is thought to have prepared the design. 
Correctional Services Canada is the custodian. See FHBRO Building Report 89-36 
supplemental. 

Reasons for Designation  

The North Field Tower was designated Recognized because of its architectural 
importance, its environmental and local significance, and its historical associations. 

The North Field Tower was constructed in response to the establishment of labour 
programs at federal penal institutions in the early 20th century. The tower was 
constructed to allow the supervision of inmates working in the agricultural fields north of 
the prison. 

The North Field Tower is a very good example of modern architectural interpretation of 
the traditional defensive tower. The proportions and symmetrical order of the design 
meet the simple functional requirements very well. The octagonal concrete column 
design exhibits a high standard of workmanship. 

The tower is a visible symbol of the institution and has a distinctive design similar to that 
of the adjacent prison wall. The nearby fields are still used by the prison and the tower 
maintains its dominance. It is familiar to citizens in the area and the adjacent 
community of Prince Albert. 

Character Defining Elements 

The heritage character of the North Field Tower resides in the tower form, its massing 
and overall proportions, construction materials, architectural details, interior layout, and 
relationship to its site and setting. 

The tower is an octagonal shaft, 8.5 meters high, with a guard hut on top. The form of 
the tower follows the classical tripartite column division of base, body, and capital. It 
has a buttressed concrete base and octagonal brick and concrete shaft. The capital 
consists of a projecting panelled concrete band with corbelling below supporting a 
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 For further guidance, please refer to the FHBRO Code of Practice. 

Prince Albert, Saskatchewan 
North Field Tower (cont'd) 

recessed guard hut with an octagonal roof. The high recessed windows, decorative 
corbelling beneath the overhanging top and octagonal roof form all reflect medieval 
tower design. The proportions, scale and profile of the tower should not be altered. 

The concrete shaft is clad in recessed panels of brick which corbel outward to become 
flush at the upper windows. The concrete is well detailed with blind arcading at the 
base and decorative corbelling. These decoratively sophisticated elements are integral 
to its character and should not be compromised. A program of regular maintenance 
and inspection is recommended. 

The multi-paned windows in the shaft and the guard hut contribute to the texture of the 
design and should be maintained. The roof is a distinguishing feature of the tower. 
Research should be undertaken before re-roofing to confirm appropriate materials and 
color. 

The original layout with central spiral stair and upper guard hut is typical for a guard 
tower, and should be respected. Any early interior components should be documented 
and maintained. 

Gateposts, fencing, and the cleared, unadorned character of the site should be 
maintained. Modern signage should be kept at a distance from the tower. 
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