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Kingston, Ontario 
Kingston Penitentiary 
Warden's Residence 
555 King Street West 

HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 

The Warden's Residence was erected between 1871 and 1873 to a design prepared by 
Edward Horsey, the prison architect, shortly before his death in 1869. The building 
was completed under the direction of his son Henry Hodge Horsey. External 
modifications include a new attic dormer at the south elevation (1900-1910), a new 
verandah at the south and west elevations of the rear service wing (1900-1910), a new 
projecting bay with three windows at the second floor south elevation (post 1910), 
demolition of the verandah at the west elevation of the main house and at the south 
and west elevations of the rear service wing and their replacement by a single glazed 
porch (n.d.), the breaking down of all chimney stacks to roof level (n.d.), the demolition 
of the grape arbour link between the main house and carriage house (1972-1978), and 
the erection of a shed-roofed extension, washroom annex and enclosed porch at the 
rear service wing (1978). Internal modifications necessitated by the conversion of the 
main building to administration use (1933), the attic to an apartment for engineers 
(1935) and the rear service wing to extra offices (1978) have not been investigated. 
The building is operated and maintained by Correctional Services Canada as a 
museum. 

See FHBRO Building Report 89-32 (Supplementary). 

Reason for Designation  

The Warden's Residence was designated Recognized because of its architectural 
significance, the quality of its craftsmanship and materials, and its environmental 
qualities and as an example of the work of an important designer. 

Architecturally the Residence is a formal but individualized treatment of the Italianate 
villa style which flourished in Upper and Lower Canada between 1850 and 1870. In the 
context of surviving Canadian Italianate residences, it is a worthy example of the style. 

The strong functional qualities of the building have been demonstrated by the facility 
with which it has been adapted for various uses, its long and continuous occupation 
and the successful performance of the building's structure and architectural fabric. The 
selection and handling of building materials by the various craftsmen employed on the 
project, particularly the masons, carpenters, joiners and metal workers exhibit sound 
judgment and a high degree of skill. In the context of projects designed by the master 
builder/architect Edward Horsey (1809-1869) the Warden's Residence stands 
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as a worthy representative of his residential work. 

While the various gate features, outbuildings and links with the Residence have been 
removed, the overall character of the site has been preserved. The functional 
relationship between the Warden's Residence and Kingston Penitentiary proclaimed by 
the siting of the residence on the high ground overlooking the institution, and the axial 
alignment with the north gate and the monumental stairs which connect the two has 
firmly fixed the identity of the building in the minds of all those who regularly pass the 
institution. 

Character Defining Elements 

The heritage character of the Warden's Residence resides in its status as a very good 
example of Italianate architecture in Canada. At the exterior, the characteristic features 
of this style are: an essentially square plan with an asymmetrically located projecting 
bay and rear service wing, a heavily bracketed, gently pitched hipped roof, truncated to 
form a roof walk, an ornamental iron railing (protecting the roof walk), paired, 
ornamented, chimney stacks (now broken down to roof level), and a combination of 
segmental and round-headed windows with distinctive surround treatment. Other 
Italianate characteristics are a flat roofed porch with strongly modeled detailing 
(round-headed arches supported by piers faced with pilasters and stepped capitals) 
and a bay window with a similar program of detailing; and a number of verandahs (now 
removed). 

The masonry work generally is of a very high order with squared uncoursed limestone 
rubble walling with squared rubble quoins and external dressings of cut Ohio 
sandstone. The cut-stone elements include: projecting segmental label arches with a 
protruding keystone, moulded semi-circular arches with a console- 
pattern keystone, base course, and moulded corbels. 

The presence of so much original fabric and so many architectural details which are 
characteristic of the Italianate style, means the Recognized designation applies to the 
whole exterior of the building with the exception of the glazed porch at the west 
elevation and the various elements added in 1978. 

The reinstatement of key architectural elements such as the verandah at the west 
elevation, the paired chimney stacks and the sheet zinc urn which capped the gable 
roof of the projecting bay - the restoration of the French windows at the west elevation, 
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and the main front door (a pair of partly glazed doors with a semi-circular glazed 
transom), and the removal of the aluminium soffit which covers the brackets of the main 
cornice would greatly enhance the aesthetic qualities of the building. 

Internally a traditional centre hall plan, manipulated slightly to accommodate a service 
wing, porch and verandah is found. The finely detailed, open, dog-leg stair which 
dominates the centre hall and the elegantly trimmed doors and windows facing into the 
same hall, are notable for the joinery skills exhibited in their fabrication. 

The concentration of distinguished interior joinery in the centre hall, which is largely 
unchanged, recommends its preservation. 

The historic relationship between the building and its associated landscape derives, in 
part, from the formal, built site elements such as the boundary fence (an iron railing set 
on a stone masonry wall), ornamental iron gates swung from large stone gateway piers, 
the monumental, multi-tiered stone stairway approach and carriage-drive (now heavily 
altered); and the soft landscape elements such as the grassed, terraced embankment 
and existing plant material. 

The surviving landscape elements should be protected. Reinstatement or restoration of 
the granular surfaced carriage-drive, the hedge flanking one side of the drive, the 
boardwalk on the opposite side and various open grassed areas would strengthen the 
relationship between the villa and its grounds. 
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