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Ottawa, Ontario 
Bank of Montreal 
144 Wellington Street 

HERITAGE CHARACTER STATEMENT 

The Bank of Montreal, Ottawa, was built in 1930-32 to designs by Ernest Barott of 
Barott and Blackader, architects, of Montreal. The building won for its architects the 
Royal Architectural Institute of Canada's Gold Medal for architectural excellence. It now 
belongs to Public Works Canada. See FHBRO Building Report 85-30. 

Reason for Designation  

In June, 1986, the building was designated Classified because it is a superior work of 
architecture, and because of its contribution to both Wellington Street and Sparks 
Street. 

The design of the Bank of Montreal is an entirely successful expression of the 
modernized Classicism of the Thirties. Its shallow, incised pilasters and simple cornice 
are clear, intellectual abstractions of the Classical order; the clarity of its massing and 
plan reveal the discipline of the Beaux Arts. Its geometrical ornament is Art Deco in 
origin; the allegorical bas-reliefs (Emil Seiburn, sculptor) regularly disposed about its 
façades are a contribution to the search for a Canadian ornamental vocabulary active at 
that time, and most closely associated with John M. Lyle. The building has a solid 
presence in both Sparks Street and Wellington Street; incised on the Wellington Street 
façade, addressing Parliament, is a reminder of the Bank's ancient foundation. 

Much of the interior of the building is given over to a very distinguished banking hall, 
largely unaltered, and very expressive of the virtues banks then wished to be seen to 
possess. 

Character Defining Elements 

The Bank of Montreal is a document of Canadian architectural accomplishment. That it 
is readable as such is a subtle but significant aspect of its heritage value. It is a 
considered work of architecture in which all elements are subsumed within and integral 
to its overall order. The entirety of its three visible façades and its major public interiors 
are essential to its heritage character. It is highly unlikely that any visible alteration to 
any element of the design would do other than diminish the value of the whole. 

The architectural and historical interpretation of the building would be best served if it 
were to remain a bank. 


